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Karst terrains are specific landscapes because of their hydrologic, topographic and pedologic
settings. Traditional living on karst is harsh, but their vegetation is often preserved in a quasi
natural state, and spectacular features such as caves, gorges, sinkholes make them suitable for
tourism. In order to preserve their biodiversity and geodiversity, as well as to use their
economic, cultural and scientific potentials in a sustainable manner, kart terrains are often
placed under protection. The Tara National Park (declared in 1981) is in Western Serbia on the
border with Bosnia and Herzegovina. It includes a set of mountain elevations (up to 1591 m)
and plateaus, intersected with deep river valleys. Unique natural conditions and the isolated
position of the mountain, enabled the existence of a great biodiversity. The area is characterized
by the decline of economic activity during the last decades and is affected by depopulation in
the second half of the 20th century. The main research topic is a comparison of the settlements
in Tara NP to other settlements in the same region by using GIS-aided statistical analysis. We
studied how population and settlement density, land cover are influenced by natural settings
(topography, lithology and hydrology). Nonetheless, social processes are also important, and
the impact of nature is not deterministic, thus we also analyzed historic demographic trends,
(un)employment possibilities and tourism characteristics, and compared karstic vs non-karstic,
dissected vs less dissected terrains. We try to understand how the national park influenced
natural and social processes within the area.
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